WORKSHOP INFORMATION

WHY AND WHEN SHOULD STUDENTS TAKE THESE TESTS?

PSAT/NMSQT - This test is given on October. 21, 2003, at HPHS.
All juniors must take this test in order to be screened for entry into the
National Merit Scholarship Competition. Additionally, sophomores
and juniors should take this test so that score reports can be used to
identify specific deficit areas which should be addressed prior to taking
the SAT. Registration forms are mailed in August.

SAT - This test is given seven times annually. Many colleges require
the SAT for admissions. Students should take the SAT at least twice,
preferably at the end of the junior year and in the fall of the senior
year. Registration forms are available in the Guidance Office.
Students must register.

MATHEMATICS WORKSHOP DATES:
(Sign up for session of choice)

REGISTRATION AND TUITION:

A registration form is available in this brochure. CLASS SIZE IS
LIMITED AND ENROLLMENT WILL BE HONORED ON A

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. Please submit completed
form and check to the Business Office or mail to HPHS.

TEXT REQUIRED FOR VERBAL: Barron’s SAT, Current
Edition. The instructor will supply this book to each paid partici-
pant on the first day of class.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Regular attendance and promptness of the student will greatly affect
the degree that the workshop can be of benefit. Students are
required to be on time and to bring materials to class.

VERBAL WORKSHOP DATES:
(Sign up for session of choice)

Session 1 Sept. 22,24,29,0ct. 1,6, 8 *
for test date Oct. 11

Session 2 Oct. 10, 15, 20, 22, 27,29 *
for test date Nov. 1

Session 3 Nov. 12,17, 19, 24, Dec. 1,3 *
for test date Dec. 6

Session 4 Jan.7,9,12, 14,21,23 *
for test date Jan. 24

Session 5 Mar. 1, 3, 15, 17, 22, 24*
for test date March 27

Session 6 Apr. 7,14, 19,21, 26,28 *
for test date May 1

Session 7 May 24, 25, 26,27 ** (Mon.-Thur.)
for test date June 5

Session 8 June 1, 2, 3,4 ** (Tues.-Fri.)

for test date June 5

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY (FRIDAY), Room B235
* Hours: 4-6:30 pm **Hours: 1-4:30 pm

Session 1 Sept. 23, 25, 30, Oct. 2,7,9 *
for test date Oct. 11

Session 2 Oct. 14, 16, 21, 23, 28,30 *
for test date Nov. 1

Session 3 Nov. 11, 13, 18, 20, Dec. 2, 4 *
for test date Dec. 6

Session 4 Jan. 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22 *
for test date Jan. 24

Session 5 Mar. 2, 4, 16, 18, 23,25 *
for test date March 27

Session 6 Apr. 13, 15, 20,22, 27,29 *
for test date May 1

Session 7 May 24, 25, 26, 27 ** (Mon.-Thurs.)
for test date June 5

Session 8 June 1, 2, 3, 4 ** (Tues.-Fri.)

for test date June 5

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, Room B119
*Hours: 4-6:30 p.m. **Hours 8:30 a.m -12 Noon

It is crucial that the student is motivated and willing to set aside the study time required outside ;ﬁ
of class in order to get the maximum benefit from these workshops.

MOST OFTEN ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE PSAT/SAT

Q. Isthe SAT as important as students seem to think?

A. One selective college admissions officer explains that at “most
institutions test scores count less than students think and more than
the colleges are willing to admit.” Designed to be used as a
common standard in college selection, the SAT is a good
confirming tool. If test scores are inconsistent with the level of
work done in high school and with other elements of the
application, their importance is increased or reduced. Overall,
however, the SAT still holds considerable sway in most college
admissions offices.

Q. How much will these workshops really help?
A. Advantages of completing these programs include:

® The “Practice Factor” - Preparation encourages familiarity
with the PSAT/SAT so that students know what type of
questions to expect and specific test-taking techniques to be
utilized.

® The “Comfort Factor” - Preparation can increase the comfort
level of students and thus reduce the anxiety often experienced
during testing.

® Most importantly, the “Skill-Building Factor” - Preparation can
develop and/or reinforce specific skills needed for the test.

VERBAL - Measures vocabulary, verbal reasoning, and
reading comprehension.

MATH - Measures the ability to solve arithmetic
problems, elementary algebra problems, and geometry
problems.

L] Because of students’ busy schedules, they often think that
taking the SAT course prior to their tests is not an option.
Rather, we advise that you take the class either immediately
before your anticipated test date, or earlier, whichever suits
your schedule better.

Q. IfIdecide to take a prep course, when should I do so?

A. The most popular dates to test are October, May, and June.
Therefore, most people register for courses just prior to those dates.
That is why the enrollment is high. If you benefit from smaller
classes, consider taking sessions 2, 3, 4, or 5, when course enroll-
ment is lower.

Q. How can I obtain references and recommendations for this
class?

A. We encourage students to talk directly with the instructors and
ask the opinions of students who have formerly taken the class for
the most objective opinion.
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WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS
EMPHASIS ON CONTENT AND STRATEGY

Highland Park High School has taken a step
toward a more comprehensive approach to
preparation for the PSAT and SAT exams. Strict
college enrollment and stiff competition for
scholarship funds have made performance on the
PSAT and SAT even more important than in past
years.

The SAT 1 scores provide colleges with a way to
compare the academic preparation and ability of
students who apply for admission. The SAT I
measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities.

VERBAL questions test ability to perform the follow-

ing skills:

¢ understand and analyze critical reading passages

¢ recognize relationships between parts of a
sentence

¢ establish relationships between analogous pairs of
words

Vocabulary skills are tested using reading passages,

sentences, completion and analogies.

MATHEMATICS questions test ability to solve
problems involving:

¢ arithmetic

¢ algebra

¢ geometry

INSTRUCTORS
The teachers, highly skilled in verbal and math
content, have developed these workshops using their
own professional backgrounds and information from
current materials in the field.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNSEL-
ING OFFICE AT (214) 780-3740.

PSAT/SAT
Preparation
Workshops

2003 - 2004

HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL
4220 EMERSON
DALLAS, TEXAS 75205



